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TungasugitsiNunavumi Educational Engagement 

with the Iqaluit community  
Submitted By Artistic Director, Jackie Hawley 

 

¢ǳƴƎŀǎǳƎƛǘǎƛbǳƴŀǾǳƳƛ ƛǎ Lƴǳƪǘƛǘǳǘ ŦƻǊ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ bǳƴǾŀǳǘΗέ CƻǊ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭΣ L ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
welcome in Nunavut. It is a whole other world up there and the people and place are extraordinary! 
 
As you all should know, under the current vision, the OCC is dedicated to music education and engagement 
with community partners. In May 2015, the Chamber Choir will be travelling to Iqaluit to engage with fellow 
choristers and students in our northern community. I was very fortunate to go and spend a week in Iqaluit at 
the beginning of April to learn about and participate in the annual school choral festival.  
 
There are five schools in Iqaluit: 1 high school, 1 middle school, 2 English elementary schools and 1French 
elementary school and an Inuktitut first language school in the small neighbouring community of Apex. These 
schools all participate in a choral festival each year facilitated by Dr. Lori-Anne Dolloff of University of 
¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ aǳǎƛŎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ ό¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ 5ǊΦ 5ƻƭƭƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇŜǊǘƻƛǊŜ ǿŜ ǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
OCC. In the May concert, Concert Choir will be singing her piece The Rainbow which was commissioned by 
OCC and in the fundraising concert for DC this past March, Chamber Choir sang her Planxty Kelly Suite). Dr. 
Dolloff has been going to Iqaluit for 7 years now to support music education in the schools in Iqaluit and 
surrounding communities as well as to teach in the summer music camp. She and I went to school together 
many years ago and we are looking forward to working together with the Chamber Choir and the students in 
Iqaluit next May.  

 
I arrived in Iqaluit on a brilliantly sunny day having left Ottawa in one of its 
last snow storms of the season. While flying in, I was transfixed by the 
scenery below. The vast landscape of ice and snow was stunning!  
Although the sun was shining, it was still extremely cold and in the low 
minus twenty and thirty degrees. However, since it was spring, there was 
light from about 4:30 am to 9:30 pm. After a long dark winter, this was a 
happy time of year for the local folks!  
 
The airport was very small but I learned that since it is on the northern 
European flight route many famous people have stopped there. They do 
not have to get off their planes to pass through customs because customs 
officers come on board to go through the process. I was told that Madonna 
and also actor Kevin Spacey had been through as well as many dignitaries, 
high level diplomats and royalty. 
 

Lori and I were met by our contacts and were driven to our bed and breakfast, a lovely place with cozy rooms 
and an inviting kitchen and living room for our use. We were not there a lot but when we were, it was very 
peaceful. There was a lake behind the house but given the time of year it looked much the same as 
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everywhere else! During our stay, we watched a new building being built beside 
us. It was shocking to see the construction workers outside at 7:00 am working 
in temperatures in the minus thirties!   
 
One thing that really made an impression on me was how hard working people 
are! So many people I talked to held or had held important positions in the 
community. These people were extremely dedicated to each other and their 
community and seemed to work almost all the time and put their whole heart 
into everything they did. I was also impressed by the amount of education and 
training of so many of the people I met. This is certainly not the impression we 
get of this community from what we hear in the media!  
 

I was also very happily impressed by the 
dedication to and appreciation of the Arts in this community. Everywhere I 
looked I saw murals and sculptures. While out for a little tour around town, 
I saw a number of carvers sitting outside of their homes working on 
carvings. Carvers would come into the restaurants at meal time and go 
table to table to sell their work. It was very tempting to buy the wonderful 
carvings and jewelry when the local cost was so much lower than buying 
this beautiful art elsewhere.  
 
Our schedule was very full during the entire week. Lori and I worked in all 
six schools every day as well as working with the adult community choir 
two evenings in the week. I also got to teach part of a band class and a full 
guitar class in the high school. Guitar, fiddle and accordion are the most 
popular instruments in the region. I ended up playing a lot of guitar during 
the week and also accompanying the finale piece in the concert on guitar. 
And, I got to participate in a throat singing workshop. Very challenging! The 

week was also full of many meetings and two very nice social gatherings.  

 

I was very impressed with the schools! Every school was 
unique and every school demonstrated school and cultural 
pride from the very moment one steps through the front 
door! There were beautiful murals on the walls, displays of 
cultural artifacts, and welcoming signs and pictures 
everywhere. The staffs in each school were very friendly 
and appreciative and the students were all beaming with 
joy when they saw Lori come in! This choral festival week is 
the highlight of the year. The schools all had a choir of 
some sort with the exception of the school in Apex (at this 
school we worked with all 36 students in the school leading 
singing games that were easily remembered so that they 
could continue these on their own during the year). There were a variety of levels of choirs and all were led 
ōȅ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎΣ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ hǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΣ 
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Mary Piercey-Lewis, at the Inuksuk High School, is an 
exceptional person and inspirational music educator. 
She has been working and living in the community 
with her family for ten years and has made a huge 
positive impact on countless lives! I was very glad to 
meet her in person and am thrilled that we are 
working together on this initiative.  The students at all 
the schools were a real pleasure to work with for 
many reasons but mostly, because of the pure joy 
they exuded while they sang. They were so happy to 
work with professional choral conductors and they 
were so excited to learn and try new things. The 
development of the sound over the week was 
impressive!  

 
The concert, with a program printed in English, French and Inuktitut, was a great success with all schools 
ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƻƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ плл ŎƘƻǊƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǎŜŘ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ [ƻǊƛΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
The ever growing local fiddle group, led by the much loved Darlene Nuqingaq (head of the Iqaluit Music 
Society) also performed and there were fabulous 
throat singers from the high school AND one of the 
elementary schools! The finale song was a piece called 
Courage written by former students from the high 
school, two of whom are currently studying at the 
Nunavut Sivuniksavut and who were in our OCC 2013 
Christmas concert. (Nice connection!)The concert 
took place in the high school gym (quite a work of art 
in the mural of huskies on the stage back wall and the 
inuksuk on the floor) to a sold out crowd of proud, 
enthusiastic parents. It was a very meaningful, 
community bonding evening!  

 

Due to our very full work schedule, there was not a lot of time during the week for other activities. I did get 
out for a walk a couple of times although it was very cold so they were short walks! I also got to the local 
museum to appreciate some art and to a couple of stores where I bought some books of Inuit poetry and 
ƭŜƎŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ /5ǎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊƻŀǘ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Lƴǳƛǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ /ƘƻƛǊ ƴŜȄǘ 
season as we learn more about this amazing community before we travel there. I also bought some smoked 
and candied Arctic Char (succulent!!) and even stuck a couple of whole Char in my suitcase to bring home! 
Delicious!  

 

Lori and I also got to go for a bit of a drive around town and out to Sylvie Grinnel National Park. It was an 
endless expanse of snow, ice and rock and was very powerful in its purity and stillness. On the way there we 
saw some huskies and also some authentic Inuit Canadian sled dogs as well as many gigantic ravens (they 
ǿŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΗύ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎǎΩ ŦƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƻƭŀǊ ōŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƛƴ 
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the library of one of the schools. (Apparently, the polar bears 
have altered their migratory path due to the growth of the city of 
Iqaluit. Hunters now have to snow mobile quite a long distance 
when it is their turn to hunt a bear.) We also got to go inside an 
authentic igloo. It was impressive how quiet it was inside and how 
quickly it warmed up once we were inside.  

 

The trip was a rich experience in so many ways and on so many 
levels and I have so many stories to share after only a week there! 
I learned many, many news things and still have a lot to reflect 
upon. I was deeply impressed with the openness, generosity and 
centeredness of the people I met. I was spellbound by the breathtaking landscape. I was moved to teary eyes 
many times by the uninhibited pride and joy of the children as they sang. Before I went to Iqaluit, I was very 

determined to take the Chamber choristers to this part of our 
country to learn and to share. Now that I have been there, I am 
nearly bursting with excitement to have our kids experience this 
incredible community and these phenomenal people. We have 
much to offer and even more to gain with this educational 
engagement project.  

 

bŜȄǘ aŀȅ нлмрΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ά¢ǳƴƎŀǎǳƎƛǘǎƛbǳƴŀǾǳƳƛέ ǎǳƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎ 
by our soon-to-be new friends in Iqaluit and we will be very 
ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ hǘǘŀǿŀέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ 
and let us share our extraordinary community with them at the 
end of June 2015. What a unique and life changing experience 

this will be for our choristers! I applaud the OCC Board, our parents and choristers for supporting this 
educational engagement initiative and for having the courage to take on this project. This will be a 
profoundly significant part of OCC history.  
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The Unique Gift of Song  
by Allison Prowse 

Associate Artistic Director 
Viva and Concert Choir Director 

 
In a world that increasingly thirsts for a sense of human connection and resonance, the experience of 
singing - choral singing in particular - is a unique and soulful connection that has the power to connect us 
all. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ h// ƛǎ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘΣ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΦέ 
 
What a wonderful mission statement!  What a gift to society, given freely from the heart by our youth 
every time we collectively reach out with our gift of song. Our world, be it close and tangible, or stretched 
far across space and time, is brought together for the common good as the choristers sing. 
 
Since January, the Viva and Concert Choirs have been involved locally, nationally, and internationally with 
their scheduled, and some spontaneous, connections. Community builds over time with each choir. The 
Viva choristers connect first through their experience in learning foundational skills and enjoying the 
challenges of listening to each other in order to develop their own sound as an ensemble. The Concert 
Choir extend these experiences of engagement and learning as they add musical and theoretical 
complexity, and the Chamber Choir reaches further still through their shared musical growth. Some current 
Chamber Choir members, as well as post Chamber and Concert Choir members, all add to the building and 
maintaining of community by volunteering as mentors on a weekly basis at rehearsals. Giving back - such an 
invaluable life experience!  All three choirs have the opportunity to sing together throughout the course of 
the year, and the Viva and Concert Choirs have performed together on a few occasions over the past few 
months.   

 
Local collaborative connections have included school visits to Elmwood 
School for Girls in January and Rockliffe Park P.S. and Manor Park P.S. in 
April. The shared singing experience was a highlight of these visits as we 
reached out to school communities with a view to embrace new 
ŎƘƻǊƛǎǘŜǊǎΦ ά.ǊƛƴƎ ! CǊƛŜƴŘ ¢ƻ /ƘƻƛǊέ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
introduce other young people to the experiences of singing together. To 
see the excitement expressed by our choristers in bringing a friend is to 
witness joy personified! Dancing eyes and pride in their choir and their 
accomplishments is infectious! 
 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ /ƘƻƛǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ YƛǘŎƘƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ 
further enhanced by the opportunity to sing a piece of repertoire with 
the Senior SATB (soprano/alto/tenor/bass) choir. I personally enjoyed 
the opportunity to work with their choir in preparation for the joining of 
the two groups. At our joint rehearsal, a spontaneous and unexpected 
full and joyful sing-ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƘȅƳƴǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
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choristers of all ages love the collective singing! Piano and pipe organ accompanying us. . .no-one wanting to 
stop! The pure joy of singing as one community ruled! 
 

In a particularly purposeful and jubilant event, the 
Concert Choir joined with 6 other local choirs on 
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нрǘƘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ 
international fundraising event for the 
Grandmothers to Grandmothers efforts under the 
umbrella of the Steven Lewis Foundation.  A visit 
from one of the Grannies to our rehearsal assisted 
the children in their understanding of the purpose 
of sharing their voices in song for the Foundation.  
The Voices For Africa Concert presented a variety of 
styles of music and accompanying repertoire for an 
enthusiastic and appreciative sold-out audience, 
who at last count raised over $8,000! The children 
enjoyed a wonderful time together and with 2 

other choirs in particular. The Catholic School Board Choirs joined with us for some fun pre-concert round 
singing with the result of bringing back one favourite in particular to our rehearsals! The evening ended with 
the audience singing along with 300 voices surrounding them as they clapped and sang! JOY! 
 
Sunday, May 4th brought the annual National commemoration ceremony for the Battle of the Atlantic. This 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ IƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Netherlands. At the request of the Embassy of the Royal Netherlands, the Viva and Concert Choirs learned 
ǘƘŜ 5ǳǘŎƘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƴǘƘŜƳΣ ά²ƛƭƘŜƭƳǳǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9Ƴōŀǎǎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƻǊƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ό/ŀǊƳŜƴύ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ 5ǳǘŎƘ ǇǊƻƴǳƴŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 
Embassy was overjoyed to hear their anthem sung on the Hill on their National Day. The choristers gave their 
heartfelt songs through the splashes of rain that accompanied this important event. All were proud of their 
offering of thanks to the Veterans; wet, but proud! 
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Music Monday brings some of the Viva, 
Concert and Chamber choristers together 
at the National Arts Centre to celebrate 
the 10th Anniversary of the Coalition for 
Music Education in Canada through the 
national webcast of Music Monday. 450 
school age children connect with children 
and musicians across Canada at the same 
time to bring awareness for the need for 
music education in our schools. 
 
Saturday, May 24th collects us all together 
ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ άDƛŦǘ ƻŦ {ƻƴƎέ  ƛƴ 
our 55th Anniversary Concert! Our 
collaboration with the incredibly talented 
and gifted musician/composer/educator 
aŀǊƪ {ƛǊŜǘǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ ά¢ƘŜ DƛŦǘ ƻŦ {ƻƴƎΣέ  ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƻŜƳ ōȅ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ǇƻŜǘ 
Pauline Johnson. The soaring melody and rich harmonies infuse the souls of the singer and listener alike! Yet 
more joy! 
 
The OCC will then be led into the bright future of next season as members of the Chamber Choir prepare to 
travel to Iqaluit next spring. The opportunity to connect through music and activity, both in the North and 
then through hosting in Ottawa for the National Unisong festival at the National Arts Centre, will be 
profoundly enriching for all involved. 
 
All of this activity and opportunity is but a snapshot of just some of the valuable connections that your 
children have enjoyed, and worked hard to accomplish in these past 4 months. What an incredible 
experience your child has partaken of, and what a precious gift they have given!  This choral singing makes a 
difference in our world. It is deeply personal and internal, and yet it goes beyond the self to those 
immediately surrounding, to the broader local community, to the national forefront and for international 
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜǘΦΦΦƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘΗ 
 
Our world, be it very small or rather large, needs community connections. We all need that paradox of giving. 
. .the gift that comes back unexpectedly when given with a whole heart. That extraordinary gift that 
strengthens and entices one to keep giving.  Our world needs the past, present and the future choristers of 
the OCC and other choral communities  to bring resonant joy and a unique experience of humanity through 
sharing voices raised in song.  
 
I cannot help but see hope in the mission of this now 55 year-old choral community! I cannot help but see 
hope in the eyes that meet mine each week, and in the voices heard as they sing! My thanks to all of the very 
dear children in the OCC. I hope that you will realize how profound your gift is!   
 
Thank you forever and always ! 
Mrs. Prowse 
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SPECIAL INTERVIEWS OF OUR DIRECTORS, 

MANAGERS AND CHORISTERS 

For this special edition of the InChoir, choristers interviewed our Directors, Managers, one of 
our accompanists and fellow choristers to get a sneak peak into how their lives, how the choir 
runs, how people feel in the choir and to see how much of an impact this choir has on those 
who are in it! 

 

Great job by all the interviewers! 

http://youtu.be/98ErDTXcCv8 

http://youtu.be/98ErDTXcCv8
http://youtu.be/98ErDTXcCv8
http://youtu.be/98ErDTXcCv8
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Yŀƛƭƛƴ [ŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǘǘŀǿŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ ±ƛǾŀ DǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ Ǝƻǘπ
ten the experience to interview Wanda Manning, the Viva 
Group manager, to get the inside scoop on what is going on 
behind the scenes a little bit. Maybe these are questions you 
wonder, maybe these answer your hopes. What ever it an-
swers this is an open interview. This might answer questions 
ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘΗ    
 

Kailin for InChoir:  Why did you chose this job as Viva man-
ager?   

Wanda: I didn't originally start off volunteering as the Viva 
Choir Manager.  Six years ago I was the Concert Choir Man-
ager.  I became the Concert Choir manager because Mrs. 
Prowse and I are friends.  I was the Concert Choir Manager for 
two years. Then the Viva Choir Manager retired and I stepped 
forward to manage both choirs for the next two years. For the 
past two years, I have managed just the Viva Choir. 
 

Kailin for InChoir:  What do you think of the choristers this 
year - honest opinion.   

Wanda: Every choir is different and I enjoy being with all the 
choirs. I like having fun at choir answering questions and mak-
ing sure that everyone has what they need for choir. It is fun 
for me to support people who are trying to do something spe-

cial . . . which the choir working together does. This year the Viva Choir has many more younger choristers than ever 
before, so I have to remember that some choristers need more reminders and help.  Everyone is so happy to be at 
choir and you all love singing, so it is fun for me to be there. A big perk for me is that the choir's singing gives me goose 
bumps when all the practicing comes together . . . and that has happened a few times this year! 
 

Kailin for InChoir:  Do you like the songs that have been chosen?   

Wanda: I enjoy the Viva repertoire a lot. The songs have a lot of personality either with history (A Great Big Sea) or hu-
mour (Quelle Heure Est-Il?). The standards sung for Battle of Atlantic are so important and meaningful too; I love to 
hear the young voices in Viva Choir performing them as their gift. 
 

Kailin for InChoir:  What is the connection between you and the choir? 

Wanda:  I became involved with the Ottawa Children's Choir because I have been friends with Mrs. Prowse for a long 
time. She knew I was a person with a passion for organization and a background as a teacher. She asked me if I would 
like to manage the Concert Choir. She thought that I would be able to use my skills and have fun at the same time. I am 
so glad I said yes!   
 

 Kailin for InChoir:  How do you see the choir progressing?   

Wanda: Next year many of you will continue on in the Concert Choir and some of you will come back for one more 
year in Viva.  A handful of choristers will have fulfilled the commitment to the choir that they made this year, but will 
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chose to do other things next year. For all of you, you have discovered the joy of singing in a choir. Whenever you hear 
a choir sing for the rest of your life, you will appreciate how much work their performance took.   
 

Kailin for InChoir:  Do you plan to keep this job even when your daughter is too old to be in the choir?   

Wanda: I haven't been a choir manager for my daughter for a few years now. It is a coincidence that she is mentoring 
for the choir that I manage. (It makes the driving easier!)  This is my last year volunteering as a manager for the OCC.  A 
few things have changed in my personal life and I think that it is a good time for me to move on. I have enjoyed my six 
years with all the choirs and will always cherish all the friends that I made. I will be a choir Mom next year as Abi enjoys 
her last year in Chamber. It will be nice to enjoy all your music from the audience. 
 

!ƭǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ²ŀƴŘŀΦ  !ƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǿƛǎƘ ƘŜǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
her future. Thank you, Wanda! 

Sally Robinson, accompanist for the Viva and Concert choirs, is an accomplished 
pianist who enjoys helping out with those two choirs often.  But, she also has a 
distinct life outside of the choir. 

 

Q:  What do you do in your spare time? 

A: I enjoy teaching piano to all kinds of children, playing for recordings, playing the 
piano for fun, walking my dog, Boots, and watching television with him and my 
loveable puss, Gloves. 
 

Q: What is your favourite piece from the Christmas concert that was sung by the 
Concert Choir? 

!Υ  L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǳǊΩǎ {ƻƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧŀȊȊȅ ǘǳƴŜΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ Ŧǳƴ 
to play! 
 

Q: How long have you been playing for the choir? 

A:  I have been playing for the choir for 10 years. 
 

Q:  How many albums have you recorded? 

A:  I have recorded 1 album 

 

Sally Robinson is a wonderful accompanist with great talent to share with the world! 

INTERVIEW WITH SALLY ROBINSON ñONE OF THE BEST!  

by Sara LeBlanc, Concert Choir 


