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Remembrance

In Flanders Fields the poppies grow
Between the crosses row on row
That mark our place...




Lest we forget
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100th anniversary of the start of World War | and also the recent tragic events in Ottawa,
which took the life of a Canadian soldier as he stood on goaeit the Tomb of the Unknown

Soldier at the National Cenotaph. ’
Message from the President of the
Board of Directors of the Ottt

This was my first year being part of the OCC organizing group for Remembrance Day. It was a very special
occasion, as everyone knows, because of the dreadful events on October 22 and resulting security concerns
about holding a very public ceremony. Would everyone be safe?

Once the Legion outlined the procedures that would be in place, our Artistic Directors, General Manager and
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and a few questions from concerned parents, which we responded to with the best information we had.

On the morning of November 11th, it was quite amazing to watch the team of choristers, parents, volunteers
and staff jump on the buses, move to the Cenotaph for a sound check, retire to the Chateau and return to
the risers on site to wait, watch, and sing so gloriously. Comments we received from people at the site and
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to this national remembrance service.

This year we were given a special area inside the security barriers, where 1(7
so of our parents could see the ceremony and keep an eye on our children. | '

job was to welcome the parents and check off names. One of our number wi
lady who was a choir parent in the 1970s, who greatly appreciated being
included with current parents. Many expressed how grateful they were for ot
placement, which was thoughtfully arranged by the Legion. We hope we will
have the same opportunity next year.

Caan
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national Remembrance Day ceremony, every year since 1972. Thanks to
everyone-- singers, directors, volunteers and parert$or your continuing
support and for participating this year.

Douglas Patriquin
e )



The act of remembering
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ceremonies in the wake of violent attacks in Ottawa andXtansur-Richelieu, Que.

This year will mark my second year at the Cenotaph with the Ottawa -
I KA f RNEB ypfamily hadecidiil to participate proudly this R o
year despite the blatant public acts of terrorism towards two memis £ & £ e eva . =
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a myriad of emotions in Canadians everywhere.
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despite the fear and uncertainty caused by such unprovoked
violence.

Though my immediate gut reaction was to want to protect and shig
my son from the horror of terrorism, | realized, while events unfold
during that tragic week, that to not discuss what happened at the
National Cenotaph, to not participate in the ceremonies, would be
wrong.

It would be unfair to my child because such horror needs to be discussed to be dealttwitiuld be wrong to not let
him participate in the ceremonies if reasonably safe to do so because it would leave a messageTas fer.
participate and discuss the roles of all who protect us would disrespect all who have paid the ultimate price for our
freedom.To me this would be unfair to our Country.

The deaths of Corporal Nathan Cirillo and Chief Warrant Officer Patrice Vincent puts names and faces to the freedom
and peace we take so much for granted here in Canéidalows those of us who have been blessed in never having

had to experience any of the losses and grief of war to understand and appreciate more deeply the sacrifices that have
been and continue to be offered so that we can proudly proclaim that we are Canadian.

In allowing fear and hate into our thoughts, by changing the way we live, by not celebrating our Canadian traditions
and way of life, we disparage the precious gift freedomnitisnakes for naught the sacrifices of so makiow can we

as a nation, a people, allow those who oppose the values of this great land win by allowing the fear and uncertainty of
oppression and terrorism to change who we are?

So it is with pride that | encourage my child to participate in the act of remembering those who have stood and
continue to stand on guard for ugt is with pride that | hope to impart into my child the love and selflessness that is
Canada.lt is with pride that | encourage my child and the children of Canada to ensure the continuation of honouring
those who give us our national identity.

So it is with my very soul, my prayers and my support that | join my heart with the gift of song that the children of the
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Maria McLaughlin



Singing is a way to say thank you

Singing at the National Remembrance Day ceremonies is a
great experience. Singing for those who died for us and
honouring them for doing their job is how | want to help them
be remembered. Singing makes people happy. Itis a way to
show that | care about my country. Singing is a way for me to
thank the people who have died for my freedom and continue
to protect me.

This year | sang for Corporal Nathan Cirillo who was killed by
a terrorist for doing his duty. Corporal Cirillo had a gun but it
had no bullets in it. The reason his gun had no bullets is
because we won that freedom thanks to the sacrifices of all
those who serve our country. | am sad because now his son
does not have a dad.

So when | sing at Remembrance Day and get tired and want to sit down, | think of all the people who protect us. |
think of the soldiers in the trenches and of how they were wet and cold and hungry. | am proud and honoured to sing
in the Remembrance Day ceremonies

Eliott Gentled Concert Choir

t2f A0S 2FFAOSNAE LINPOJARAY 3
Soldier on guard at the Remembrance Day Ceremony




G! dz OKI YL RQK?2 §

Acceptede défit, si non
les coquelicots se faneront
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O hear us when we cry to Thee
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| vow to thee, my country,
All earthly things above,
Entire and whole and perfect
The service of my love.




| Know That Land

By Ottawa poet Alan Cumyn

Ottawa poet Alan Cumyn is a former choir parent. His daughter, Gwen, sang at the Remembrance Day Ceremony sor
years ago. He has graciously allowed InChoir to include the following extract from a moving poem he wrote following
the terrible events in Ottawa on October 22nd.

| know that land.
| stood there years ago
and watched the tears on Nana's face
as she remembered a man she'd never met
who died in April, 1917.

| know that land.
My eldest daughter sang there, dressed
in red and white;
that was her face the camera found,
her voice we all heard.

| know that land.
| wore a uniform once, | know
what it is to stand so very still
against the wind to show respect
In a human sea
wondering about humanity.

| know this land.
The blood is new. The blood is old.
| will stand there again in a human sea.
| know these rooms.
| know this land.



Poems from our Choristers

All these people gathered
Standing row on row
To remember those who fought for peace
Through hail and rain and snow.

To honour those who gave their lives
Those who breathe no more
Who are buried deep beneath the ground
As they have been since the war

And finally the wreaths lain down
By soft and caring hands
To send a longing message
To those who saved the lands.

By Kuhu Trivedi, Concert Chorister
November 2014
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Lest we forget

See the crosses,
Upon the graves;
Lying on the land,
Soldiers really dead.
Us,
Canadians,
Remember
From now and then;
We shall reply with peace

By David Didoungou, Concert Chorister
November 2014



Thoughts on Remembrance Day

By Annette Bellamy
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This is the sixth or seventh time | have stood at the Cenotaph chaperouirahoristers. At least three times | was

here when my daughter sang with the OBE Central Choir some 35 years ago. And now this year for the first time | hav
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Chair.

As always when | stand here to honour all who have risked their lives to defend their country, | remember my father.
He was eight the same age as the youngest of our OCC choristefisen his father went to fight itk ¢ KS DNXB |
World War |- the war that was supposed to end all wars. My grandfather never returned, and my father was raised by
his aunt while my grandmother found work in another town.

| remember my father in World War Il. Wearing his Home Guard uniform, he would leave us in the evenings to watch
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in the night and hustled down to the Morrison shelter in our diriogm. It was believed this would protect us if a

bomb fell directly on our house. Sometimes the raids were so frequent that we spent the whole night sleeping in the
shelter. One night a bomb fell on a home a block away from us, killing the whole family, including a classmate at my
primary school. | remember my mother telling me not to forget to take my gas mask to school. We had regular drills to
make sure we would know how to attach the mask if there was an attack of poison gas like the deadly mustard gas the
killed so many soldiers in the First World War. | remember theiwaryS at 23l yay W/ I NBf Saa
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defiantly optimistic tone.

i
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My thoughts turn to our veterans. | look at their proud but worn faces and wol
what they are remembering, and what they have seen.
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O 2 dzy-ia Njinl often sang at morning assembly at my high scrarad hope
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we are to live in peace and to share this freedom that over the years has bee
hard-fought for.

I think of other children living in weborn lands and hope they will one day kno
peace.

I know that our choristers will never take for granted their freedoms because
this Remembrance Day experience in which they have shared.

A Morrison shelter



iYour voices wer djusttikeauncguntynd wuni t ed
I am proud to stand with ydMwms Hawleyhonour our VvV

AYou raised your voices together*E true gi

Veterans full of heart and care. It was impossible to not be touched
by your & Mms.driomsg . 0




Comments and Questions
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contribution to the Remembrance Day Ceremony, and asking about the hymns and arrangements of the songs the
choir sings. Here is just a small selection:

Dear Choir and Conductors,

Congratulations on the beautiful music ypresented yesterday at the National Remembrance Day cerenfmg.
retired music teacher, | can only imagine the hours and hgatsspent preparing for this, learning the worgsrking

on your dictiontiming, tone and so many other aspects of your singiggen listening, as | was, from a great distance
away, over assorted electronic technologies, the results of your efforts were wond&iduladded/ery special
moments to the whole ceremonyhank you, and again, congratulations!

S. Gaunt
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composed the musical setting that you used? Thank you.
David Mayerovitch

The setting of "In Flanders Fields" performed by the OCC and CAF Central Band was tremendously moving. Can you
me who wrote the music and when? Exquisite.

Sincerely, John Steele
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As usual, the choir was outstanding on Remembrance Day. Many thanks! Could you please tell me the name of the
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Randy Kwak
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Hello, and congratulations on the wonderful performance at the Remembrance Day ceremony on the 11th....We so
enjoyed it. We are having a discussion about the songs that were sung by the choir at that event, and wonder if you
O2dzf R IAPS A GKBY(IABYSaz2XodbKS azy3dakKevYya gla ¢KS b
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performance.

Cathy Hellyer
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AViva chorister on the importance of
remembering.

On Remembrance Day we remember all the losses of WWI and WWII and other conflicts. We all feel sorrow for the
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deployed to Normandy June 6, 1944D@y.

The night before the attack, Terence had strolled along a Southampton beach ifhattapd tails. Would he survive?

D5F & GKS RIFeé GKIFIG ¢62dAZ R OKIy3dS GKS @&2dzy3d YSYy YR 462
Commandos were faced with bombs, turrets, and grenades. Faced with almost certain death, the men heroically
jumped off the side of their landing craft and swam to the Normandy beaches. Stealthily, the men attempted to sneak
up the beaches but tragically, while going up the beaches, hundreds were ldlaivever, the remaining soldiers

would fight until death and never give up. The justice of their cause kept these heroes going.
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cousin. Tragically, he died June 7th, 1944 due to an enemy greddtthough | never had the chance to meet him, |
look up to his bravery and hope he will be remembered.

Michael JonesViva Choir

Viva Choir Shi nes at t he M
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and their focus and preparedness.

They will join Concert Choir in the annual Ceremony commemorating the Battle of the Atlantic, held at the Cenotaph
on the first Sunday in May.




Special thanks to Bruce Gordon for the wonderful photos!

Ceremony of Remembrance
at the Senate

Social Workers Conference
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